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PROPOSAL FOR CHAPTER IV – Cultural development, diversity and pluralism – OF THE DRAFT SOCIAL CHARTER OF THE AMERICAS
(Presented by the Delegation of the United States)

CHAPTER IV

Cultural Development, Diversity and Pluralism
CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT

We recognize that cultural development contributes to social and economic development.

In that regard, we will promote an environment where arts and culture flourish and contribute both to cultural enrichment and to participation in artistic and cultural activities.  It is both necessary and appropriate for member states to create and sustain a climate encouraging freedom of thought, imagination and inquiry as well as the material conditions facilitating creative expression.

We have the responsibility to promote partnerships and collaboration among the private sector, civil society and the government in order to develop the creative talents among our peoples, and, in keeping with each countries characteristics, to provide accessible venues for their artistic and cultural experiences.

Member states will strive to make cultural heritage an integral component of our economic development strategy in order to create jobs and business opportunities for our peoples.

CULTURAL DIVERSITY

We recognize that respect for cultural diversity contributes to and strengthens democracy.  In this regard, we have the responsibility to foster mutual respect for the hemisphere’s rich tangible and intangible cultural heritage, to serve as good stewards of this heritage by protecting and preserving it and to honor the diverse beliefs and values of all persons and groups. 

We believe that member states should foster and support access to the arts and humanities and forms of education that enable people of all backgrounds   to honor and preserve our heritage as well as support and explore new ideas.  

Member states recognize that efforts to prevent the free flow of investment and knowledge are not a valid way to promote cultural liberty or diversity since such measures reduce choices for our peoples.

CULTURAL PLURALISM

We recognize that different cultural interests and experiences coexist in our societies, often interacting.  We firmly believe that good governance requires transparent democratic mechanisms that accommodate these cultural interests.
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